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I TiMoOTHY UI. 1. 


This is a true ſaying, if a man defire the office of a 
Biſhop, he defireth a good work. 


S mankind entertain different and oppoſite 
opinions upon all other ſubjeQs, ſo it is 
not to be expected that, on religion, the moſt im- 
portant and intereſting of all points, to which 
their attention has ever been directed, there ſhould 
be an exact uniformity of opinion. The ſtruc- 
ture of the human mind, as well as human body, 
and the genius and education of men are my 
different. Some are favoured likewiſe with mu 
greater means and opportunities of improvement 
than others. Not only inclination of which ſome 
are deſtitute, but Jeifare of which others have 
none, is neceſſary to purſue moral and intellectual 
enquiries. Beſides, ſo many frailties and imper- 


\ 


- 


1 
. eee ns 


tradition, from reading wron ected, or oth- 
er ſources, his mind from the pure diftates 


of reaſon, and ſhut his eyes upon the truth, that 
it is matter of ſurpriſe, not that we think ſo differ- 
ently from each other, but that we think ſo much 
alike. Diverſity of opinion is in one view, how- 
ever, to be deeply regretted, becauſe where there 
is a multitude of ideas it is impoſſible but 
that there ſhould be ſome erroneous ones. And 
all error on moral ſubjects is not only unhappy, 
but dangerous. in judgment, indeed, 
. about circumſtantial and or raged ang do 
not neceſſarily imply perverſeneſs of heart, or 
criminal negligence in the inveſtigation of truth 
and duty, or endanger our future felicity. 


TazzE muſt be more light in the church, be, 
fore there can be a complete uniformity of ideas 
on the grand ſubject of religion and morals. | Be- 
fore we ſhall all ſee eye to eye, or be'exattly of 
one mind and of one heart, in the things of God, 
we muſt wait till the openings of celeſtial glo- 

ry, when that which is ſhall come, and 
that which. is in part ſhall be done away. For 
now we ſee through a glaſs darkly, but then we 
| ſhall ſee face ta face, and ſhall know even as we 
are known. In the doctrines and worſhip of the 
church triumphant there wlibeno difſenting opin- 

ions in its muſic no diſcordant notes—an its har- 
mony no interruption — in its peace no end. It is 
ap to the church militant that there ſhould 
diſcordant opinions, oppoſite intereſts, and a 

mixture of errors and imperſections. But ſo far 
is the want of uniformity in doctrines and rites 
from being à valid objection, it hath been 


oſten urged, againſt the truth and reality of reli- 


600 


7 


that it is no other event than might be rea« 
* would take place. This want 


boot amiable virtues, candour, ingenuity, chari- 
ty, and mutual toleration. When the benevolent 
mind ſurveys the chriſtian! world, the various 
communions into Which it hath been divided, the 
unchriſtian manner in which they have treated 


each other, the doctrines and tenets, the modes 


and forms, which in one age and another, and in 
one country and another, have Oy LEY 
adopted and exploded, it will in the geſt 
manner, feel how imperfe& man is: ho 
to wander into the wilderneſs of error human na- 
ture is: how neceſſary mutual forbearance and 
condeſcention are —the ſacredneſt of the rights 
1 ET INI 
nn 3 


Ari ll known ;chat vary) 3 5 


have been entertained of the nature, powers, and 
office of the chriſtian While ſome who 
are to be revered for their abilities, learning and 


piety, contend: that chriſtian hp are an order 


in the church of Chriſt, ſuperior to that of prgſ- 


Nu «lders, teachers, or paſtors, inveſted with 
higher powers and privileges, particularly of con- 


ferring excluſively HoLY orDeRs. Others, at 
leaſt, equal for their literature, abilities and piety; 
contend with à ſimilar ardour, that there are on« 
Wo ORDERS af officers; known in the : News 
eſtament in Chriſt's kingdom, or in the earlieſt 
and pureſt of-the church, and are willing to 
riſk an appeal, not 10 te re es alone, but to 
the c fathers, quite > qatkt phe 
apoſtles. Theſe two orders of church officers are 
preibyters and deacons. This is not either 2 


rmity opens field for the diſplay of the 
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proper time or We to enter into this controver- 


| fy, either to conſider the arguments or pleas for 
epiſcopal ordination alone, or to offer our defence 

for the validity of preſbyterian ordination and 

miniſtrations. Eminent pens have been employed 

on both ſides of the litigated queſtion. Suffice 
it to ſay, that we concieve that there are not only 

fufficient, but abundant proofs from the writings 

of the apoſtles, that paſtors, teachers, elders, 
preibyters, overſeers, or biſhops in the New Teſ. 


tament mean one and the fame order of men 
that preſbyterian ordination is valid: —and that 
we have ample authority to convene together for 


the folemn purpoſes, for which our Tetters mifſeve 
have brought us to this place, on this day. If 

any think otherwiſe, we requeſt them to r 
ber that we differ from them no more than they 
do from us. Conſequently, if we merit a reproof 


from them for our difference from them; they, 


in their turn, muſt be reprimanded by us for 


their diſſent from us. Perhaps, it may not be 
amiſs, to remark here that the text was not cho- 


ſon either from pride and affectation, or a wifi 


do exalt the preſbyterian or to depreciate the epiſ. 
copalian cauſe. n more eb BP 
ah mama n 


dog g of 
| in Dun charaier een of 0 the <hriſtian miniſ⸗ 
ter or teacher, are beautifully delineated in the 
verſes below my text. St. Paul, who was exceed- 
ed, or even equalled by none of his [apoſtolic 
brethren, well knew the nature of that office, 


which the chriſtian biſhop was to ſuſtain. Phe 


qualifications of the office as enumerated by: Hm 


are theſe : a biſhop muſt be blameleſs—vigilant— 
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the primitive an modern, ule. 
theword hip. | off! vi roh Ant bt 545m a 
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tor is 1 apart to his work. In our "meditations 
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on on this of bur fubj e be guided 
al wet the Hye oF revealed truth; the only 
de 'of our duty. Thence indeed l ought 
o take our gion, blending with it neither tra- 
. ſuperſtition or enefiiifiafm. Had mankind, 
with 'meekneſs and a teachable frame of mind, 
leſs influenced by Aon names, traditions, and 
forms, been S ente to believe and practiſe 
only as directed, by the great prophet of his 
church, our divine 1 95 they would dees enjoy» 
ela happy unfformity com pared t to What the | 
world Has ever yet known.” Wonne 2 


© Respporie the manner of ie dete us thi 

| paſtoral office and work, Jet us enquire not what 
 eftlefiaſtical coundls—not what the tradition of 
men—not what different ſectaries not what vi- 
fionary enthuſiaſts Have ſaid, but what faith the 
ſcripture, from which as far as any depzrt, ſo far 
they are in an error and fenounce the 1 prong 
character of the great founder of the goſpel. That 
the paſtoral office is a divine appointment and not 
a mere human inſtitution is moſt dearly evident 
from the whole ſtrain of the New-Teſtament, has 
been often affirmed” and well illuſtrated” on occa- 
fions like the preſent, and is a'moſt important 
point. If it were ever proper and neceſſary to 
adduce arguments to Sabin this point; it is 
ſo now, and it will be fo as long as the chriſtian 
church ſhall remain on the earth ; and that will 
be, till the earth itſelf, or the'preſent mode of it, 
ſhall be no more. We will attempt, then, to 

bring into one conciſe view, the chief of what the 
word of God in che e E us 


on this ſubjeck. 
Tas chriſtian Paſtor or E Elder as much, woes 


} 
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| _ as * „ has his commiſſion 7 
heaven, as the apoſtles. themſelyes. And ne man, 
obſerves the apoſtle to the Hebrews, . relpecting 
the miniſterial office, as divine, in its inſtitution, 
taketh this honour unto himſelf, but be that is calle: 
of God at was, Aaron. The office is of divine 
appointment and My a human device. _ And eve- 
ry. true N 55 eſus Chriſt comes Into 9 he 
_ by the oor... He never runs beſo re 
he is lene: or ht RE VE by thoſe 
who are 8 with the ofhee ; for he remem-· 
bers the puniſhment inflicted upon thoſe pew 
tuous wu aa who offered /range fire 52 
Tord. They ventured to take common 
not ibs conlecrated, and to offer it ithout 
YE. warrant. None may, miniſter 3 in holy 
things, Hut ſuch as are n right or 
ural N Heu then, molt realopably 
to 51 Paul alk and argue in the following beau- 
max, Hall they call on. Him in. whom they, 
bevel e 2 2 they believe in 
him, of ubm they, r a ee 


2 = 


| fa hes hout a preacher 
wee fo — 1 e to 
ef. of them that 2 8 
g woe things... ul 
true miniffers of . golpel are 4 ſent 


* no. man is at liberty to take up the 
„ of himſelf. bis. maſh go through the k requi- 
 fite trials, as to, his a ae — and. gualifications 
Our Saviour, to prevent has inform- 
ed us, that he: himſelf i is the d 155 Pile! admiſſion to 
the paſtoral. office. As the buſineſs of his miniſ- 
ters is to feed . ſo dear to him, 
ſo he marks out the way, in which they are to be 
admitted. Then /aid J Jos, unto them, again, veris 
pea ug gion oe aero nam ro: 


wh 


— 
| an i fit * fuſtai that ſacred cagietef 
berauſk he thihks fie ts ot becgluſe He reprodekt 
es otflers Lot dechrres that — — in 

ucted dc cher ug too Er 
ö dr that het inks he has To'me brig that 
Up i unte Dj dnt as det 
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eſerib e very pliinly: preſeribeds de 
and nothin 1 oy eee Ji 6 And 
pays 1250 bee 
A fl 1155 ig perfectiy reaſbttiudde 
that WK m 
aher e 
aifplay' of -wild6im; Nb 'givertthat 
ue fe rophers "and unauthoviſe 
= we” cl. — os experienced 
| AS, to be nesdful Beware, ſays he, 
== — Lohe 6h yon if Het pi hg, 
85 2 obe > ab 
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being deſtitute of heart-religion. . They alwa 
make people to err, What a warn againſt 10 
words Thus /aith. t 


bave we in the e 5 25 
; concerning tbe pr at NN 

N wy bite 2oith their teeth,, and e 9 Cot 2 
be tbat putteth not into their mouth, they even e 
war. againſt him, therefore night hall. be unto... y 
that ye ſhall not have @ viſion and it hall be dar bark 
unto you, that ye Hall nat divine, and the. ſun 7. 
ge doum over the, prophets, and the day ſhall be 
dark unto them. T hen the ſeers be  aſoamed 
and drviners confaounde« ; yea; they foall cover. their 
lips, far there is no. anſwer of Ged. The beſt de- 
ſcription of falſe prop wah that they come in het 
own name, unauthoriſed, and their buſineſs ,is to 
bite and devour the 22 to divide and A. 
them; and the cauſe 

7 wounded e 


r were 6 ach 8 and, 
public mode of ſeparation. to the work of a_min- 
iter of the goſpel preſcribed, this cond, quence 
would follow, any one ip ga might, 90 
pleaſure; aſſume the oſſice. And the effect 
thi would. be, that confuſion and diſorder would 
for ever reign in Chriſt's kingdom; as much as 
they would in the civil ſtate, if any man and eve: 
ry man, who. pleaſed, and when he Bred, guld 
_ undertake to,exerciſe the powers of 7 

The moſt ſubtle ſophiſt cannot po allign a 
reaſon for the abſurdity of the latter, Jule mA 


not equally operate to prove the abſurdity of the => 


former. On the ground that any man he 
himſelf, take up the office. of a chriſtian paſtor, w 
could never be guarded againſt deceiyers, men 


Jicentious principles and 2 lives. But our 


. 
Lord has „ us to pay no atten 
tion to fuch wandering and ſelf. created p 1 — 
Then if any man ſhall ſay unto you, Lo i here is Chriſt, 
or Lo! there + Frome; Get For ee 
falſe Chrifts and falſe prophets and ſhall ſhow 


wonders, h 
” e the 55 hea {ptr oh 


we are to know falſe prophets are very plain. The 
honeſt need not 124 Ker will can. 
didly and critically examine them. The defign 
of falſe gp pes 8 to = and miſlead 
le. And w impuden the 

E over the coun Pale ee ht et Fr 
ſorted to. They ought to be Won n 

and frowned upon, becauſe they are 4 e 


nuiſance, a reproach to religion, and mat ly 


mjure ſociety." Wherever e to them, 
peace will be interrupted, TT, 
and loſs of good neig tag the pe Fucceed, and of 
courſe happ * amo People de de 
froyed. TY * vi 3 


Tur ex6Mies; . ded ger epa 
ſion or call mes — from Chriſt, and were 
able to prove their call by proper ſigns ; and 
went forth and prtached every S +a the 2 
working with them by figns" and 8 
When he was here, on ve to 
twelve and afterwards to the ths ef deſciples, 
commiſſion to go and preach ſalvation among the 
| Jews. This commiſſion aftet his ref 
was enlarged by him: all power, ſays he, 5185 


me in heaven and on earth, e 
all nations. As he called them imm ſo he 
qualified them — gene Aſter th re 


ceived this commiſſion, th dy his eka order, 
were to remain at till — 


- It 


e e Aan yed 
tended by rc SS the Holy 
* a from what Leck e e dende de 


Nh den the e rife, yr te . 


| | chew, ab. ey by e 
t9:execute| their, commiſſion. Hon ye do 
Freach the goſpel te. all nations, unleſs phey could 
ſpe⸗ eir Ianguages 1. The wi Ne; great 
5 0 the church ſhines con bauen, in that 
h LA yh et he, deth apt (qualify. Al 

pended V done. Thef — - 

honed and authoriſed 


to, 1nxelt G the ſacred officy. of Ghriſt's 
imiſters. [Paul himſgl, remaxkably as he War 
_ Conerted,,and-the le Anis opn\crhgn. is wen 
nam to PLE 


ms 2 


E. 


= told him he Was a go veſſel pig See 
Chriſt's name among the Gentiles, as well as 
| In the *— at Antioch, here the de- 
i les were fixlt; called} Chriſtians, the. ordained 
lders. and teach A! particular direction of 
e Holy. Ghoſt, f praxed and laid their 
ths onPaulandBaryahaswhen,! XVeretocarry 
n the Gentiles., i Theſe chriſtian 
| eſtament, who were them 
— — —— into the work: of the 
"0 755 r eee went; inveſted 
—— * the oſlice of paſtors in the churches 
GAN Raden tranſmitted. the: office 0 
Sy, ene eee wall things in 
churches, and ordain, elders gver them. The 
han xihich. hal pal marks out for ad; 
40 the paſtoral office is by, thoſe who.are 


E- < 
Fl . 


alreadyin e ere ee ,andimpoſnion | 
of hands, comumittin Sk * miniſtry of the 
word; ene. grace of God. —and 
| ing them a ſolemn charge to fidelity. Private 

rethren of the church never, in one fingle in- 
ſtance, that we read of, preſumed to inveſt others 
with thepaſtoraloffice. La y-ordination is a modern 
invention having no ſu Fe or countenance from 
ſcripture; and prelatical, in diſtinction from 


A cannot claim a. Wb 216 


Y wee s extefolly and d critically lay rogether 
all that is faid, in divine writ, on the great ſubj 
of ordination to the chriſtian n , we 
find it was PRENTICE oY thoſe already in office. 
— Ao aber into the fheepfold, 
way, the ſame is a thief and 
we nn is the door. To enter by the 
door is to enter by him; to enter by him, is to 
enter by his rule; and the rule which he hath 
us, is by choſe who are themſelves his ſerv- 
ants in the boly miniſtry. He, indeed, calls by 
his graee and commiſſions his own miniſters. He 
them, in a our way, and qualifies them 
for their work. inſtitution of the goſpel 
is not a human contrivance. Man did 
not either invent or frame it. A erfor 
have thoſe embraced, therefore, who conceive of 
it, as a human appointment. 


attended to the divine inftitution 
of the chriſtian 93 ipture- mode of in- 
troduQion to the paſtoral office and work, | 


2.5 Ware, next to delineate l the work 22 


18 


If a man defire the: office of d biſhop, be deſireth 4 
good vort. What then is his work ? Hie chief 
work is to preach the goſpel of the kingdom of 
God. And he gave ſome apoſtles, ſome prophets, 
ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers, 


for the work of the miniſtry and for the edifying 
of the body of Chriſt. The edification of the 
church is the deſign of the work of the chriſtian 
miniſtry. The great end of preaching is the ad- 
vancement of the divine glory and the ſpiritual 
and eternal. intereſts of men. To reconcile the 
world to God, to render mankind pious and hap- 
py; is the intended object. And all things art of 
God whe. hath reconciled us to himſelf, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hath. given to us the miniſtry of reconcili- 
ation, viz. that God was in Chriſt reconciling | the 
' world unto himſelf, and hath committed to us the word 
ef reconciliation. Now then wwe are ambaſſadors for 
_ Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by ut aue pray 
you in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled to God, In 
another place the apoſtle repreſents the miniſters 
of religion as co-workers with God. We then as 
workers together with him, beſeech you alſo that ye re- 
ceive not the grace of God in uvain. To inſtruct man- 
kind in the doctrines and precepts of the goſpel, 
perſuading them to believe in the one and to obey 
the other, that they may be wiſe and good, is 
the miniſter's work, the ſupreme. and ultimate 
mark which he is to fix to himſelf, from firſt to 
laſt, and at which he is to aim. c 87 


1 


Wirz the apoſtle Paul, he is, comparatively, to | 


know nothing ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified. 
Again, God forbid, lays. he, that I ſbould glory ſave 
in the crojs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by which the 
world is crucified unto me and I unto. the world 
Other foundation can no man lay, than that is 
hid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, There is no other 


W 
name given under heaven whereby men can be 
 faved, He is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Neither is there ſalvation in any other. He will 
come to his people not in the entieing words of 
man's wiſdom, not ſtudying how he may flatter the 
paſſions, pleaſe the fancy, or amuſe, with the flour- 
iſhes of rhetoric, the charms of language, and the 
* r and fmoothneſs of periods, but in the ful- 

s of the bleſſings of the goſpel of peace, in the 
demonſtration of the ſpirit and with power ; will 
not handle the word of God deceittully, or en- 
deavor to pleaſe men at the expence of conſcience. 
He will not ſhun to declare the whole counſel of 
God to a loſt world, or hold back any doctrine 
becauſe it may not ſuit the taſte of the age or 
be in repute. For in delivering the whole of di- 
vine truth, only can he be pure from the blood of all 
men. Every where, and to all men, on all fit oc- 
caſions, he muſt teſtify repentance towards God 
and faith towards our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. The 
law and the goſpel he will proclaim, - each in its 
place; for where the law is not rightly under- 
ſtood, certainly the goſpel cannot be ſeen in its 
beauty and glory. All true religion conſiſts in a 
conformity to the law of God, and compliance with 
the goſpel of Chriſt. The eſſence of holineſs is a 
conformity in heart to the law: By the law are 
the knowledge and conviction of ſin. It muſt then 
be ſet before men plainly and faithfully, in all its 
purity, ſpirituality and extent—in all its awful 
penalties, and unchangeable nature. All the doc- 
trines, the duties, the truths, the promiſes, the 
hopes, and the joys of the goſpel are to be, in 

their order and beauty, illuſtrated and unfolded. 
No part of the counſel of God, reſpecting ſalva- 
tion, whether acceptable or unacceptable to the 
hearer, is to be withheld. The neceſſities and 
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not the wiſhes of hearers are to be conſulted. The 
faithful miniſter is to ſeek how he may beſt profit 
his audience, and not how he may obtain the 
moſt applauſe. He muſt therefore teach all the 
doctrines of religion in their proper place and na- 
tural order; 2 moſt frequently and moſt 
largely upon gf eſſential and . 
holding up the connexion of one with another, 
and with firmneſs and incorruptneſs, ſuiting his 
inſtructions to the real ſtate and circumſtances of 
his people. He will endeavor, as much as poſli- 
ble, to adapt himſelf to the different caſes, cha- 
racters, and diſpoſitions of his hearers ; ; giving © 
milk to babes and meat to men; reproving, re- 
buking, with all long ſuffering and doctrine— 
Sometimes alarming them with the terrors of 81- 
' -Na1, at others ſoothing them with all the melody 
of Zion. Like a wiſe and faithful ſteward, he 
will aim to give to every man his portion of meat, 
in due. ſeaſon, . that none may ſuffer through his 
negligence, or periſh * he did not — the 
needful warning. 1 


i addition to the preaching of we g pel, be 
is to diſpenſe the holy * baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, to meet ſubjects; neither open- 
ing the door too wide, nor keeping it too cloſe ſhut. 


Asal, maintaining diſcipline, in this dy of 
declenſions, is a difficult part of his work. This 
is to be done with meekneſs and prudence, with 
wiſdom and firmneſs. He is to be a peace- maker, 
in all his courſe, to aſſiſt as called in the providence 
of God, in healing diviſions. A further branch 
of his duty is to bear a part in ſeparating fit and 
qualified men to the work of the goſpel mini wh 


_ remembering this maxim, — oy 1 ft 
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deny on no nan; to do all that in him lies to have 
none introduced, but ſuch as are ſound in the 
faith, pious in heart, in the judgment of charity, 
and of unblameable lives men of prudence and 
diſcretion, of a literary education and good abili- 
ties. When we but curſorily conſider the work 
of a chriſtian miniſter, we feel a conviction of its 
greatneſs and arduouſneſs, its importance and va- 
_ The man of God, the chriſtian paſtor has 
work various indeed. He has no time to looſe. 
Indolence and eaſe are far from what he has to 
expect. Of all men he has the molt” to employ 
him. That man who wiſhes to glide ſmoothly 
along the current of life, in eaſe and affluence— 
in idleneſs and freedom from care, muſt keep far 
away from the paſtoral office. If faithful to his 
own ſoul, to his God, - to his Saviour, and his 
flock, he muſt be both anxious and aſſiduous. 
No miſtake of people, though very common, is 
wider from the reality, than that the miniſterialcha- 
racter may indulge in eaſe and indolence. Were his 
work not in itſelf difficult or arduous, ſtill its va- 
riety alone would call for all his abilities, activity, 
and time. Even the weekly preparations for the 
fanQuary, are enough of themſelves, to occupy 
* whole time. No endeavours or exertions, on 
part, are to be wanting, that theſe may be 
worthy of the attention of his people. The oil for 
the muſt be beaten, or it will not burn 
with a pure and pleaſing light. To undertake to 
open the great principles of — ſcience, which 
we do not well underſtand, and which we have not 
accurately ſtudied, is not only abſurd, but be- 
fpeaks a large ſhare of fmpudence. The ſcience 
of religion is moſt extenſive ; It comprehends the 
knowledge of moral duties,' of natural theology, 
and of revealed truth, mm +: harmo. 
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nious SG Gre ll the parts of which are mutudlly: 


eonnetted—mutually depend upon, and mutually 
illuſtrate each other. The preacher: has not only 
to ſtudy the diſtin nature and reſpective evidence 
of each, but to trace the connexion of all, and to 
lay before his hearers the proper proofs, both 
external and internal, of chriſtianity. To com- 
poſe a good diſcourſe on any of the doctrines, evi- 
dences, or virtues of the chriſtian ſcheme, requires 
vot care and pains alone, but abilities. To ſeek 
out important truths, to have juſt ideas, to metho- 
dize and arrange in beauti order, to exhibie 
them in various lights, to avoid repetition and im - 
proprieties, demands much ſtudy and eee 
To ſelect ſuitable ſubjects, to treat them perti- 
nently and accurately, to render them both awak- 
ening and inſtructive: to obtain clear, conſiſt- 
ent and right ideas of all divine truths and doc- 
trines—and to clothe them in language, which 
unites ſimplicity and elegance, is an arduous taſk. 
The chriſtian preacher who makes conſcience of 
all his ways, who wiſhes to fave himſelf and them 
that hear him, will often be oppreſſed with the 
difficulties of his work. Some ſubjects are fo 
ſublime that he trembles leſt he ſnould diſhonour 
them by his method of diſcuſſing them. Merely 
— together, it is readily conceeded, ſerious 
words, without having any regard toideas, enou . 
to conſume the portion ot time allotted for 
purpoſe of delivering a ſermon, requires —.— 
genius nor ſtudy; is eaſy enough: But to com- 
poſe a diſcourſe filled with good ſenſe, ſound doc- 
trine and uſeful truths, that ſhall inſtruct, that 
ſhall quicken, that ſhall convince, that ſhall warm 
the heart of the hearer, is one of the moſt difficult 
2 of compoſition. And to prepare ſuch 
— let the candid judge what — of 
thou t and ſtudy is neceſſary, 2 


"3 
Bor, how many other duties are to be 
formed by the chriſtian teacher; he is to 
the bleſſings of grace not for himſelf only, but 
for his people in general, and for the afflicted and 
diſtreſſed among them in particular. As he is to 
be the mouth of God to them, in the diſpenſation 
of the word, fo he is to be their mouth to God 
in fupplication, interceſſion, and thankſgiving. He 
has to conflict with the remains of ſin in his-own 
heart, in common with chriſtians, and to bear with 
the ill humours, the prejudices, the paſſions, the 
peeviſhneſs, and cenforioulneſs of the vile. He has 
to viſit the ſick, to pray with, counſel and aſſiſt in 
the laſt and important hours of life: to condols 
with and comfort, the mourning and ſorrowful: to 
dirett the inquiring to admoniſn and reprove the 
wayward : to bind 2 broken hearted. How 
much inſtruction is to ven to the ignorant who 
have no juſt ideas of 805 of the law, 3 Sa- 
viour, of themſelves, of moral obligation and of du- 
ty ? How much exhortation to experienced chriſ- 
tians to abound; more and more, in the works of 
the Lord. Did a people but realize the one half of 
the duties and difficulties of the ſacred office; they 
would exerciſe the moſt generous" candour ; and 
inſtead of wounding the feelings and reputation 
of their miniſter by hard ſpeeches and opprobri- 
ous epithets, and of rendering him unhappy by 
neglecting public worſhip, they would - endeavour 
to ſooth his anguiſhand ſweeten his lot.—E have 
now conſidered the work of the chriſtian | paſtor, 
though ina very imperfect manner; had it been de- 
lineated in allitsfullneſs  adcepimpreffionwould, no 
doubt, have been made upon the F ge bearer. 


3. IT dein remains to offer a few: thoughts o on 
1$-G00DNESS 3 this was principally in view when 
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| the ſubſe was: choſers to entertain the audience 
with, on the prefent occaſion. It ſeemed not im- 
proper at ſom length, to diſcourſe of the other 
branches of the the ue, in order to prepare the 

way far this. part has, in fome degree, 
— by by what has been already ſuggeſt N 
ed: for it is impoſſible for us to take a view, 
_ though ſuperficial; of the nature and extent of 
the werk, without being cormpelled. to admit its 
The idea of its gaodnefs is introduced 
with ſome formialit woe hurl) This is a true 

a nan of a bitep, be ceſs 
9 It feems as if the apoſtle fore- 
ſaw that en eee ——— ages, who from 
8 corrupt or ar bitter preju- 
——ůů — an 
ate it: and therefore he prefaces his afſertion thus, 
thit ir a true ſayi hat may be admitted with. 
out heſitation, what may be relied en wich all 
ſible ſaſety. The work is not good and defi 
becauſe attended with - worldly pleaſure, — 
eaſe, or affluence,” Our Lord ſuffered from the 
tongue af flander and from poverty: he had 
none of the and len ade this world; he 
did not chuſe for himſelf an eaſy and opulent ſta- 
tion. The meek and lowly Jeſus, who lived in a 
— — and died in pain and 
torture ; did not intend that his faithful miniſters 
ſhould have à large ſhare of the riches and Hon- 
— The work is not / ucrative: 
it is not the road to promotion; but ne work is 
eee converſant about the greateſt objects, 


of God, and the 
. and it is a de- 
rable office in this view of it. The wiſdom and 


benevolence of the divine nature are — 2 — 
in all his work and TIF” Au — 


Fe 


25 


ee eee de nothing in vain, or for un- 


neceffarypurpoſes. Whatever ſuch a being: 
is well.  altogetherbelt 5 all things con- 
ſidered· Were there, conſequently, no „ en AM, 


— believe the work of the — miniſtry a 
Werd ; this alone, that an inſinitely wiſe and 
has inſtituted it _ ſatiafy the 
mind. God axiginally formed all-things 
ele ; heicotitimu Feber them for 
the ſame important end. This indeed is his bigh- 
eſt and ultimate end in the preſervation, 
and government of the uniſerſe. The divine glo- 
ry is moſt illuſtriouſſy ſted in the work of 
redemption, and all chat a ins to it; the of- 
ice, ednſequently of a teacher in the church f 
Chriſt is deſigned to diſplay tlie character, the 
praiſe, the w eſty and glory of God, by exhibit- 
ing, ſtatedly, the important doctrines and truths 
of religion, The miniſter bf the goſpel is to be 
the mouth of God to the children of men, to de- 
clare his word and truths only, to reveal the trea- 
-ſures of his grace, the myſteries of his /love, the 
richneſt of his mercy, and to fpeak forth the ter- 
rors of his juſtice to the impenitent, as well as to 
be the mouth of the peopſe to offer prayer and 
praiſes to his eternal throne. He muſt according- 
ly ſpeak the divine word faithfully,” plainly, hon- 
eſtly and: ſeriouſly ; he is to come to his fellow- 
men only with the meſſages of Deity, of his grace 
and: goodneſs. What a great and infinite being 
is God! He is glorious in holineſs, fearful in pr 
es, and wonderful in works compared with him 
dhe whole aniverſe is as nothing. Before him an- 
ls bow do him all the intellectual creation 
uld offer unretnittedly their h To hon- 
or "Mus ee r r is 
da; 
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the work of his ſeryants in the holy min 
then it is a good work. * 
| 8 connected with the divine glory, is the 
ſpiritual and eternal - intereſt of man. That is 
important to ey order W = nn. their happi- 
neſs for the few they are to remain on 
the theatre of life. —— Aar; are they bound 
to attend, to what may be rationally ſuppoſed to 
ſecure their well-being while here below. But 


- 


— their ſpiritual and eternal | intereſts, though la- 


| mentably diſregarded by the. generality, are infi- 
nitely more momentous than any or all ſubluna- 
ry bliſs. And the immediate tendency of all 
preaching, is to invite man to chuſe life and peace, 
to cultivate virtue and piety here, that he may 

poſſeſs glory and honour hereafter : to preſs him 
by all arguments, motives, and praſpects, by all 
that is, or can be dear, by all that is great or inter- 
eſting, the terrors of the law, the promiſes of 
grace, and the pleaſing hopes of the goſpel: to 
turn from every error and vice, to 1 ways of 
pure and undefiled religion. That work muſt be 
good, the end of which is ſo noble; no Jeſs than 
the promotion of the glory of the e Being, 
and the eternal * of man. 


In the next place; the work of a heiſtian min- 
iſter is a good work, as it is an honourable em- 
ployment in itſelf. It is no doubt proper for the 
miniſters of Chriſt to ma their office: not 
indeed by beſtowing on it mr, ae Lanai appel- 
lations, but by acting in 

diſcharging all the important duties of it, 1 rx 
living accordingly. The beſt way to magnify the 
office is to act up to the ſpirit and di 9 it, and 
never to leave undone any of its There 
is no ground to expect that honour which cometh 


<> — 
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from men · ¶ The ſacred office is not, and ou ht 
not to be the road to worldly honour or prefer. 


ment, or opulence. Chriſt's kingdom is not of 
are appointed to preach the glad tidings of ſalva- 
tion, ought not to look for any large portion f 
world bur. But ſtill the work of the chriſ- 

tian paſtor is deſerving of eſteem in itſelf, becauſe 

its intention is ſo. benevolent and exalted. Per- 
ſons who hate piety and morality, (and chriſtian 
morality as well as chriſtian piety has its enemies) 


will always diſeſteem the work. — Through the 


prejudices of education, ſome will be enemies to 


it; for many are educated to hate all order, all 


appearance of religion, and eſpecially all who are 
clothed with the ſacred office. Some who have 
given themſelves up to work wickedneſs, who are 
immoral and profane, will be hoſtile to all the 
faithful teachers of religion. And ſuch as have 
imbibed looſe principles, or are infidels will, of 
courſe, be oppoſed to them; and will leave no 
expedient unattempted which may probably de- 
preſs and injure them; and the frailties of thoſe 
whoſuſtain the ſacred office, inſtead of being cov- 
ered with the veil of charity, are uſually expatia- 


ted upon, with an air of triumph. That unwor- 


thy men may be inveſted with the oſſice is not de- 


nied t but it is unfair to make the office reſponſi - 


ble ſor the errors or imperfections of thoſe who 
ſuſtain it. Wherever there is a general deprava- 


tionof morals, and infidel principles are embraced, 


there we are to expect warm exertions to depreſs, 
injure, and malign a faithful and orthodox miniſ- 
8 . N Y 1 a OEM wir Boot 
War is now contended for, under this head 
of diſcourſe, is that the office is in itſelf honoura, 
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fred and woe ebe for its own ſake. Ne be- 
apoſtle Paul to his brethren at 

Ape ene e to 3 them which labour among you, 

. — oe yon in is Lord, and admoniſb you : 


| - 2 eReem them very highly in love for their war. 


'"b& The unwor 


Pride of office, like all other pride, is ridi- 
5 To annex high. ſounding titles to an of- 
fice beſpeaks arrogance, and looks like a;defire to 
have ones perſon in admiration. - All vanity of 


this kind is Fc deſpiſed, and always ought to 
Tos and ignorant we muſt cheer- 


fully gire up to all that och which they me- 
rit. When all this is” granted, we contend: that 
the work of the goſpel miniſtry is an honourable 
employment; and the ſeripture repreſents faithful 
miniſters as embaſſadors of the prince of peace 


as ge, of 'the myſteries | of Gad, and uſes 2 


variety of 6ther exprefiions FRO GOA an hon. 
r | 25 8 z 5 
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| Aw, there! is, thirdly, beſides the A ir of the 
office in itſelf, a rich pleaſure in the duties of it. 


Ha rich pleaſure aceompany the duties of it, to 


thoſe who faithfully exerciſe them, or uſe the of- 
fice well, then it muſt be a good work, a moſt de. 
firable employment. In what light, it is a pleaſ- 
ing employment, will be now ſtated. eit 
is a b rroinfal 2 laborious, unlucrative, and; the 
eyes of the wieked, adiſreputable employment: 
it is after all a moſt 1 1 a moſt: _— 


ble office. © | | roln 


Tr man e has no loveto ee or is «not 
a good man, cannot, it 18 readily allowed, enj 
the pleaſures of virtue. In order that the work. 
of a miniſter may be to him a pleaſing one, he 
muſt, in the fir place, 15 — 


ot a 44 


; Ene tans: For if he have-nota ous heart, 


| every bitter cup which he hath to-drink-renables 


7. 
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thfulneſs can hardly be expected. Inward, ex- 
perimental religion fills him with love and pity 
to periſhing ſouls—makes him willing to; ſpend. 
and be ſpent in his Lord's ſervieeſmoothjs eve - 
ry rough way which he hath to/travel—-{meetens, 


him to riſe ſuperior to the-difficulties which: ſur- 
may be expoſed with | cheerfulneſs—and, diſpoſes 
him to activity and diligence in his woxk. Joined 
to perſonal religion there ſhould he pengtration, 
ſoundneſs of judgment, ſtrength of memory, 
quickneſs of apprehenſion, vivacity of imagina- 
tion, a warm feeling heart, and all adorged with 
a liberal education. A man who entexs the work 
from worldly ends from improper motives, how. 
ever rich his powers of mind may be, or extenſiys 
his ſcience, though his miniſtration he allowed. to 
be valid, cannot hope to enjoy any real pleaſure in 
it. From vanity he may indeed feel ſome. com- 
placency. His pride may be gratiſied from that 
applauſe which he may receive. But, af- 


ter all, he will 32 heavily in his work. Con- 


everely reprimand bim, either 


ſcience will often 


for his ſloth or infincerity. Hie will g0 rough 


his work therefore with eoldneſs and reluQance, 


On the other hand the pious and faithful teacher 


takes an unſpeakable delight in the duties of his 
office in opening the counſel of heaven to men 
in proclaiming the goſpel of peace in diſpenſim 
to the periſhing the bread of life. In ſuch 
days, as the preſent, he will have much diſeour- 
ment and gloom. He mourns over his want 
ſucceſs ; and tears flow at the ſight of abound- 


ing iniquity, that ſo few are ſavingly benefitted 
by the goſpel, The greater the.ardour of his love 


=" 
to his maſter and 3 ah4fhmertal ſouls, the | 
more poignant the grief of unſucceſsfulneſs. But 
if Faithful. the blood of ſouls will not be required 
at his hands: Though Iſrael be not gathered yet 
he will be glorious in the eyes of the Lord; 
though much de à wearineſs, yet the ſatis- 
faction reſulting from literary improvements is 
t, and more than a balance to the toil of ſtu- 
It is a happineſs that we may love and ſerve 
God in but the ha fs of being in- 
ſtruments of his glory lory in r We N 1 is 
4% 5 EE 
5 12 __ woudints in' the r thy 
eſs and deſirableneſs of the work of the 
goſpel miniſtry appear from its having a benign aſ- 
on civil ſociety. Morality and virtue contri- 
ute more than all things elſe to the proſperity of 
the ſtate. Happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord. As vice univerſally diffuſed will gradually 
weaken, and, in the end, deſtroy the beſt ſyſtem 
of government, ſo virtue will ſtrengthen it, and 
render the ſubjeQs happy. Righteouſngfs exalt- 
eth a nation. Religion teaches us to obey: the 
laws of ſociety ; adds the energy of conſcience and 
moral duty. It ſheds abroad the richeſt of ſocial 
bleſſings; promotes peace, order, juſtice and be- 
nevolence. It makes men ome om thence the 
tranſition is eafy and natural, to regular citizens 
and obedient ſubjects. Its office is to ſubdue the 
turbulent paſſions, to enlighten and and 
of courſe to prevent the es of thoſe evils which 
deſtroy the happineſs of the ſocial life. By:brin 
ing men together to the ſame place of worſhip, it 
ſoftens and poliſhes their manners: It teaches 
them kindneſs, humanity, condeſcention and good 
will. Now the work on the chriſtian — to 


read the glories of this religion, not only by his 
es, but by exemplifying its virtues and gra- 
ces in his life; for he is to be an example to oth- 
ers in faith, in purity, in charity, in in 
love. He is to perſuade men of their obligations 
to pray for each other to wiſn well to all—to 
ſeek the peace of government, its honour and ſta- 
- bility, and that they are bound to do — 55 
which ſhall be detrimental to: the high intereſt 
ſociety, He is to teach them temperance; regu- 
larity of deportment, ſobriety, truth and righte- 
-ouſneſs—to put away all guile; Wrath, evilipeak- 
ing, and whatever elſe is evil. He is to impreſs 
their minds with a ſenſe of the guilt they: contract 
by indulging a wiſh or deſire which is contrary to 
purity, juſtice, and benevolence, and to perſuade 
them af, pon on no line. of buſineſs or conduct 
incompatible with moral o All chis 
_tends to make good citizens, and ofcourſe to ad- 
vance the happineſs of the community. If there- 
fore we had no referrence to another world, it 
would be wiſe to maintain the goſpel and to at- 
tend upon its inſtitutions, for the aer of car- 
2 e welfare af W 199114 
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2 e But though the — of the miniſter 


£ Chrift have this  ſalutary tendency, as to the 


welfare and glory of civil ſociety, yet it looks. be- 
ond all that i is on the earth, and its chief worth 

es in preparing man for the bleſſedneſs of the 
kingdom of God in heaven. Would we ſee all 
dhe goodneſs of the work, now under conſidera- 
tion, our views muſt be extended not only through 
all the changes of a 


n | 
moment the final — The ch of a 
bie immortality 5 of religion, 


in W whoſwerying moments when fleſh and heatt 
.antfail us, ure inexpreflibly ſupporting. United 
to the Redeemer; the ſoul is :fecure. Faith up- 
tholds:itz Hope tranſports it. With compoſure 
it bids 1 — world : It fees the ap- 
ꝓroach of whetaſt anemy-withnut diſmay, and quits 

tis mortal ſtage itriumphing in the a | 
blood of its davibur, who deſeended into the lone- 
— ok tlie grave, that e there 


HIST {ER nion 
5 s G11 28 2 25 " ' if 
—* Wilen difmiffed-from: all wa or-eould be 
dear, here in this world, it appears 
before its Maker, an infinitely holy God, and 
Fon ſentence vith joy. Behold it entering on 
its future inheritance, vhich exceeds in richneſs 
and ur, all it ever hoped for, or could, in 
lucid hours, concieve Alt looks round 
through al) the ĩmmienſe regions of bliſs with aſton- 
iHment, and becomes poſſeſſed” of a happineſs, 
which-will-never. beinterrupted : which will nev- 
ex terminate :andwhich will forever mcreaſe. - It 
aſſembly of the church of the firſt 
l. Am 11 millions who com- 
poſe this — happy aſſembly, there is not one 
cold heart, one enting voice, one diſcordant 
note. The Ceteſtial flame of love, like etherial 
re is commumicated from heart to -Henrt: the 
-heavenly fiarmony catches from tongue to tongue, 
and glory to God and the Lamb is the united, the 
repeated acclamation. Angelic harps and voices 
join the heavenly concert, fwell the bold and f6- 
lenin note, and complete the full muſic of heaven. 
Loud croud every ſong, and anthems 
of celeſtiab prabſep to him who loved us and give 
:himfelff for us veſound through all the-heaventy x? 
3 „—Ü•— ̃ bounatels,? endleſs, * 
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-unembodied - 
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| Kavz now: touched the wks 

things the confeeratidk of the ebriftan 
miniſter" to his work—ahe Work itſelf, and the 
of it, and ſhowld preceed to the 
eful reſfections reſulting therefrom; but 
. 8 


283 . apy teak 
re be concluded Sa e 


eo uty worthy 
brother, at whoſe requeſt*4 oaks en this'dced- 
fion, and to the:churelt” and! 


tion 
545 war . gate Hs 
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in this place,” Nm .& 19 300i782Migup 
Aids _ P Sag: ity ant ast 
I 1 be fuck addict iche 
candidate 2 e Work ef u Uriftinti 
— K Tou will inddige me a fe bfu bn 
the tereſting occallon. The ſcene” Whit 
new opens upon you is of unſſ importan 
It becomes you to enter upon it, with'y * 
of its difficalties,/atid of your dependimce 
who has an infinite alen 10 fur iy n N 
You ate about to engage in a deſigu of the higheſt 
moment, that of pr the eFerlaſting gofpel 
to your fello men. S ee the people wem ve 
are to inſtruct To them you afe to declare the 
whole counſel of God, with all ſimplicity and f- 
eerity. To chem are you to break the bread ef 
fe to preaeh the pùre and plain truths 6f — 
in ſuch a manner as will, in your judg 
moſt likely to anſwer the end. How 
th th of having the eare of precious and in- 
mortal fouls committed to us an how — 


mult, therefore, this da be io jou a day N wit 
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your your hap 
treſs mult flow. The ſigh will heave... Unutter- 
_ able anxiety muſt fill your mind. The man who 
enters the work of the chriſtian miniſtry knows not 
_ what a weight he takes upon himſelf till taught 
ES I feel — * affectionately. for you. 

ve attempted, in the above diſcourſe, to ſet 
hefore yu, the work you have to perform : its 
arduouſneſs you will wy endeavour to realize. I 
| — move your affections, but em 
pow Fane, 'Lety your LF. care be to ſeek the ſpir 

re and undefiled religion ge 


mn unknomn Saviour The moſt n 
qualifications of a goſpel miniſter, is to be à good 
man. This will e him faithful. This will 

* him ſtudiors Go laborious in his work. 

. ee This . lg give "Thi 
in gui ouls in the to glory. 

will R to en . in the duties 


his office. This will pire him with an ardent 


geal in his divine maſter 8 eauſe. This will ſweet / 
en all his way Next, let all your abilities and 
{amy ;acquirements.. (and Letra had. a happy 
apportuniry to improve yourle ſciences 
from the office you ſuſtained at 5 2 * be ſa- 
<red to — Give, yourlelf wholly to read- 
ing, meditation and prayer, that! your!) yt 

may er unto: all. Bend the Whole © 
ſtrength to this one point, to be an Pons 

Tul, Minister of the Neu Teſtament. Be. not ſa 


tisfied with merely doing the duties of your office, | 
Ter: them be well done let them be. done in the 
beſt, manner. And: for this purpoſe lay down a 


wiſe plan of ſtudy; . Often, much is loſt for the 


want of a judicious arrangement of our ſtudies. [ 


Read much : but think more. — no — to 


Wenne ef bowing ul, 


ceadful as well as difficult ww. 1 . 70 
0 | 
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enlarge your mind, and to furniſh it with ſolid and 
uſeful knowledge. As much as may conſiſt with | 
your place and circumſtances, cultivate an acquain- 
tance - and correſpondence with men of ſcience 


and largeneſs of mind. This is particularly ne- 
ceſſary in the preſent day which boaſts: of its im- 
provements and refinements, and in which chrif- 
tianity has many open enemies, pretending to phi- 
loſophy and extenſive reading. In your conduct 
be ' candid and liberal. While you love and ad- 
mire the pure and ſtrict principles of the goſpel, 
carefully ſhun all bigotry and fuperſtition. When 
men of genius and ſtudy differ from us, we ought 
diligently to weigh their arguments, and not haſti- 
ly reje& what they ſay,” becauſe they differ from 
us. A prejudiced and uncandid mind is moſt un- 
amiable. We ſhould be diſpoſed to receive light 
from whatever quarter it may ariſe. Treat all 
men with propriety and your own flock with ten- 
der affection. Be prudent and firm :—do all in 
2 power to preſerve peace among your people: 

eal wounds, if any be made, with a lenient hand: 
exerciſe diſcipline with gentleneſs :—be à pattern 
to your people of every grace and virtue. Let the 
pleaſing manners of the friend ſoften the gravity 
of office. Let condeſcention and dignity be duly 
blended. - Today all, in a word, think for your- 
ſelf in matters of religion : call no man maſter : 
and honeſtly preach what you believe to'be the 
truth. Endeavour to adopt the beſt method of 
preaching the plain apoſtolic method clearly 
opening your ſubject—rightly arranging all your 
thoughts—and preſſing home divine truth on the 
conſcience and the heart—bending all your efforts 
to this point, to ſave your own ſoul, and them that 
hear you—to make them oOo and HAPPY. 
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Bur it is incumbent, on me, ſecondly, to ad · 
dreſs the church and egation Who uſually 
worſhip in this place. My brethren, have 
heard concerning the duty of your miniſter. He 
is to e ſalvation to you, and the whole coun- 
ſel of God, that he may be pure from the blood 
of all men. Behold the mann. your choice, 
ds be ſet a part to the hours of the goſpel among 
you | The ſolemnities of this day, will remind you 
of paſt inſtructiont, which you have enjoyed from 
former paſtors: and the hohy proyidence of God 
in the death of your,late. May you and 
the afflicted family make a right improvement of 
the ſame.“ Your [mourning is now turned into 
rejoicing. How affecting are the viciſſitudes of 
human life! We congratulate you on your plea» 
© ſing/proſpe& Which opens this day. May you 
have reaſon to remember this day with great de- 
light; and your children to bleſs it. Study the 
things which make for peace and wherewith one 
may edify another. How happy are peace and 
union among a people Blefled. is the condition 
of that miniſter who labours in word and doctrine 
among a people that are candid, united, affection- 
ate, and attentive! Make it your care not to op- 
poſe unneceſſarily, or 98 00d griore the heart of 
your miniſter, Avoid all prejudice, hatred, envy, 
and jealouſies. Cultivate good will towards him 


. - Lex the ſpirit of the goſpel reign among you. 
Tue church of Chriſt, in Stepney, was organized, June jth, 


Na SITEETS © | * l 
. 8 IEL Russ gu ordained paſtor the ſame day. 
Rev. Bugtacr Mezatan, ordained February 47th, 1765. 
Died, November zoth, 1776. 4 
Rev. Joun Lewts, ordained January 24th, 17288. 
Died, April 28th, 1792. 
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| Io of your plior; revemboring is i 


office ſake, and to venerate the Inſtitutions 


| ; ſtant, diligent, and affectionate attendance 
miniſtrations in the ſanctuary. Be always found 
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in 
wer to make 'him a happy: or- wretched man 
your children do canght.koonhadd dim, 


\ 


oſpel. Encourage his heart, and {06918 


y your friendkp — — con- 
on his 


in your place, bringing your families with you, 
as well as he in his, on each revolving ſabba 
Grieve not his heart by deſerting public worſhip. 
It is moſt deeply to be lamented, that in. our land 
ſo. favoured of heaven, there ſhould be: ſuch a 


growing negle& of public worſhip and things di- 
vine; and ſuch a flood of impiety, — 


profanity, error and fi rolling in upon us, 


| and threatening our ruin. Your miniſter will be 
- ambitious of bein 
your falvation—ot taking you all along to heayen 


the honoured inſtrument of 


with him. But he cannot compel you to go thi- 
ther. He can point out the toad: take you by 
the hand and encourage you by the way. But 


_ ſtill religion is a voluntary thing—ſtill you muſt 


orga, ru). feet: you. muſt work out 


vation. All the means Cone 


We wil pon, to faith, repentance and . 
this day, a bleſſing out of the — 


of he Lo. Finally brethren farewell, be of one 


mind,—live in peace ;—and the God of loye and 


peace ſhall be with you. Let all the numerous 

concourſe of people now convened, learn the im- 

portance of the means of grace and miniſtrations 
of the goſpel. Make it your chief deſire ſo to im- 


mM em, as that they may render you happy : 


Teek the divine bleſſing to accompany them, and 


render them effectual to your ſalvation. Reve- 


* 1 


Creator; your Saviour, your Bible, 0 
— Creat 2 — all theſe require — 
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then, when time is no ore, q 
aeend e the eons of the bleſſed. And now Þ 
r 
ren thr 1 Jelas ; 4 
rendered throug —_—_ e bes. 
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